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People get into this work for "the juice", meaning the adrenaline rush, but they don't tell you
about the other juices—the mud, blood, snot and grot.You Can’t Park There! is the first ever
behind-the-scenes account of life onboard an air ambulance. Drug addicts, lorry crashes, open-
heart surgery, stab wounds, headless chickens, mating llamas, and strip routines—it's all in a
day's work for emergency doctor Tony Bleetman and his team. Whether they are landing in the
middle of the M1 or at a maximum security jail, Tony and his crew Helimed 999 are the first on
the scene in the most critical of emergencies. This gripping read will make you laugh, cry, and
marvel at the wonders of life (and death) in equal measure.

About the AuthorTony Bleetman is a consultant in emergency medicine. A former Army medic,
he has been a volunteer Helicopter Emergency Medical Services (HEMS) doctor for the last 10
years. He currently flies with the air ambulance unit in Bristol. In 2006, he won the National Life
Saver Bravery Award in recognition of his services.
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Paolo Gianzanti, “Pure amazing. I did not finish it yet but it is an amazing book. I can't sit down
and read msot books except for this one. If you are like me and want to be an EMS pilot or flight
crew, you need it. Or anyone who likes medical or aviation. I love it and I just started it. I would
highly recommend it. This guys life definitely makes an exciting story. I finally found it here
because I don't like to read online so I ordered it and it was here quite soon. Love it!!!”

Peter Higgins, “Best fun you can get on an ambulance.. Very funny. Great insight into the lift and
wonders of an air ambulance doctor. Would love to hear more.”

Namibian, “Hilarious!. I love this book from page 1. It gives one an insight into the life of air
ambulance crews by focusing on the funny parts. Although I'm sure to be in the situation at that
moment is not funny.”

Damaskcat, “Confessions of an Air Ambulance Doctor. I think you either like `slice of life' books
of you don't. I must admit I enjoy them because they give me an insight into other people's jobs.
I've read many books giving an insight into aspects of the medical profession and this is the first
one I've read about the air ambulance service and I found it fascinating reading. It also made me
count my blessings and realise how quickly one's life can change because of an accident.Air
ambulances by definition attend the most difficult and serious cases so here we read about
some horrendous injuries and of course some of the patients didn't live to tell the tale. Sending
doctors out with the air ambulance increases survival rates because they can carry out such
procedures as giving anaesthetics which makes it possible for some treatments to be carried out
at the scene rather than delayed until the patient reaches hospital.I really got a good idea of how
important team spirit is in such extreme situations and how the whole team - pilots as well as
medical staff - needed to work well together. Some of the incidents were truly hair-raising -
landing the helicopter on the side of a hill or in the fast lane on the motorway for example.
Fortunately both helicopter and staff survived those experiences.I felt I really got a sense of why
the staff do the jobs they do - being able to help people and also getting a huge adrenaline rush
from the flying and the traumatic situations they were involved in. Some might say the helping
people should come first but I also think enjoying your job makes for a better job done. If you
want to know what it's like being part of an air ambulance team then read this book.”

teaandtoms, “An interesting read. I read quite a lot of biographies & wasn't disappointed by this
one. Its a fairly easy read, not for the faint hearted, but nothing too strenuous.All in all, a good
book, which had potential to be better.”

Damaskcat, “Confessions of an Air Ambulance Doctor. I think you either like `slice of life' books
of you don't. I must admit I enjoy them because they give me an insight into other people's jobs.



I've read many books giving an insight into aspects of the medical profession and this is the first
one I've read about the air ambulance service and I found it fascinating reading. It also made me
count my blessings and realise how quickly one's life can change because of an accident.Air
ambulances by definition attend the most difficult and serious cases so here we read about
some horrendous injuries and of course some of the patients didn't live to tell the tale. Sending
doctors out with the air ambulance increases survival rates because they can carry out such
procedures as giving anaesthetics which makes it possible for some treatments to be carried out
at the scene rather than delayed until the patient reaches hospital.I really got a good idea of how
important team spirit is in such extreme situations and how the whole team - pilots as well as
medical staff - needed to work well together. Some of the incidents were truly hair-raising -
landing the helicopter on the side of a hill or in the fast lane on the motorway for example.
Fortunately both helicopter and staff survived those experiences.I felt I really got a sense of why
the staff do the jobs they do - being able to help people and also getting a huge adrenaline rush
from the flying and the traumatic situations they were involved in. Some might say the helping
people should come first but I also think enjoying your job makes for a better job done. If you
want to know what it's like being part of an air ambulance team then read this book.”

Miss L Chapman, “Hilarious, Insightful, & Moving. Very cleverly written book about their time
spent as an Air Ambulance Doctor, I downloaded this as a whim when looking for something to
read and could not put it down. I laughed out loud on several occasions and was regularly
interrupting my husband to read passages to him.It is an honest, well written and tongue in
cheek window into the lives and antics of the people who put themselves in danger on a regular
basis to save others. Fantastic for raising awareness of the plight of the Air Ambulances - I
hadn't realised that they are all run by charities.  These guys are truly heroes.”

Scooby, “You need to read this book!!!. I saved this book for my holiday with the intention of
reading it on the beach. I picked it up and could not put it down and finished it by the end of the
first day. It is a truely compelling read, whether you are in this line of work or not, and it draws you
in to the world of air ambulances. The author writes a first hand account of his experiences with
humour and realism, and even dares to reveal a soft gooey inside to his charismatic and direct
personality.This book is a MUST READ for any health care professional, but is not exclusive to
us and is a SHOULD READ for everyone else. I cannot recommend this book enough:Buy it,
Read it, Enjoy it, You Know You Want To!!!
  
You Can't Park There!: The Highs and Lows of an Air Ambulance Doctor”

UK Troll, “Funny, gripping, and fascinating.. So many recollections either get bogged down by
too much detail, or have humour that is likely much funnier for those participating.This book is a
light-hearted but informative insight into life in a Helicopter Emergency Medical Service outfit in



the early days of the concept, which takes you right into the heart of the team.It is hard to
imagine a more informative account of the trials and tribulations of bringing expert trauma
services right to where they're needed most, all written in a self-deprecating style that makes
you wish the book was three times the length.Outstanding!”

Drsheeraz, “Buy now, and be ready for laughs and awe, whether you are from the medical
profession or not!. Disclaimer: I have had the pleasure of working with Dr Tony Bleetman in a
busy Emergency Department in a London hospital. I can truly say that the character of the book
is written in exactly how he is (though perhaps toned down as per the publishers request!). It is a
great read, for fellow medical colleagues like myself and others. There is a balance of humour
(and lots of it!) and seriousness which reflects what it is like (and almost required) to be a trauma
specialist and air ambulance doctor. It not only gives a golden perspective on this, but the
snippets of the developments in the air ambulance initiative and his accomplishments really do
add that sense of time and experience. Highly recommend this to all who have found themselves
onto this page!”

The book by Russ Reina has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 323 people have provided feedback.
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